MICHIGAN RAI

UPDATE

7

V4

A publication of the Michigan Railroads Association

Fall 2001

MICHIGAN HAZARDOUS MATERIALS TRAINING
CENTER CELEBRATES TEN YEARS

Michigan’s Hazardous Materials Training
Center celebrated its tenth anniversary
this past September. The facility was built

Aerial view of HazMat Training Center
near the State Police Training Academy.
solely by private industry, including
Michigan’s railroad companies, then donated
to the Michigan State Police for operation.
Michigan industry donated over $1.5 million
in funds and equipment to build the HazMat

From the
President

Roberi Chapruka

|

We've all experienced that sinking feeling
when we are in a hurry approaching a railroad
crossing and the gates begin to come down.
How long is it going to be this time-2 minutes,
5 minutes, 15 minutes or even longer! Usually
itis around five minutes and we’re on our way.
But sometimes it’s much longer than we should
have to wait and our blood begins to boil. The

Center. The center, which is located next
to the State Police Training Academy near
Lansing, is the first privately built, publicly
owned hazardous material training center in
the nation. Andy Such, Executive Director
of the Michigan Chemistry Council and a
leader for the Center’s development, stated
“Michigan’s HazMat Center is the best
example I have ever seen where private indus-
try and government have formed a lasting and
effective partnership to fulfill a public need.”

The Center was built out of the concern
by the legislature and industry that emergency
responders throughout Michigan were not
getting all the training necessary (o respond
to a hazardous materials incident. Now over
5,000 individuals receive some sort of
hazmat training each year. The HazMat
Center trains primarily Michigan residents but

has trained professionals throughout the
country and world including individuals

“Michigan’s HazMat Training
Center-is the best example [
have ever seen where private
industry and government
have formed a lasting and
effective partnership to
fulfill a public need.”

from Canada and as far away as Australia
and South Africa.

The HazMat Training Center provides a
comprehensive program of cost effective
{Continwed on page 2)

COMMUNITIES AND RAILROADS

NEED TO WORK TOGETHER TO
SOLVE BLOCKING PROBLEMS

railroads certainly don’t like this situation. It
is just not good business, but more importantly
it means that people are upset and no one wants
you mad at them.

Why then are there persistent blocking
problems, usually at the same spots? It’s
usually because the railroad tracks that were
laid 80-100 years ago were placed through
farmland or forests and development. both
residential and commercial, has grown around

them since that time. Now with more crowded
cities and suburbs and just-in-time service
demands by shippers, blocking problems in
some areas are becoming more common.
Over a long period of time both cities
and suburbs have not adequately planned
to account for growth around railroad tracks,

What's the answer? Some in Congress
would like to limit rail operations and impose
(Continued on page 2)
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training for private and public sector agencies
responsible for hazmat planning. response
and cleanup. Over the past several years,
specialized and technical rescue programs
have also become a part of the center cur-
riculum offerings making the facility an
integral part of Michigan’s effort at being
a national leader in emergency training for
hazardous materials, technical rescue and
terrorism planning and response.

Courses and workshops are developed
to meet or exceed the variety of planning
and training requirements of OSHA , EPA |
MIOSHA, MCIS, MDCH and others.
Beginning this year the Center is promoting
their offerings to law enforcement agencies
statewide in response to the increased

Students receiving tank car training.

MDOT KICKS OFF
NEW RAILROAD
GRADE
SEPARATION

LOAN PROGRAM

The Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT) has recently announced a call for
projects for a new program that would allow
communities to borrow up to 100% of the cost
to build overpasses and underpasses that sepa-
rate the grade between roads and railroads.
Loans authorized under the new Grade Sepa-
ration Loan Program will be charged minimum
interest and will have up to 15 years to repay
the loan. For an application or questions call
Sue Brook at (517) 373-6494 or Rosemary
Holland at (517) 355-2580 at MDOT.

threat of hazmat related enforcement issues
such as Clandestine Drug Labs and con-
taminated crime scenes. Curt Irish, newly
appointed director of the HazMat facility,
encourages local police and fire chiefs and
others to contact the center for their
hazmat training needs. “We can tailor
courses o suit specific needs and travel if
necessary to where the training is needed,”
stated Irish,

Learn more about the
HazMat Training Center
and sign up for classes
by calling (517) 322-1190
or accessing the HMTC
Web site at
www.hazmatems.com

Instructors are drawn from both the public
and private sector with an emphasis on
individuals possessing both practical and
technical expertise in the subject areas to
be taught. Course costs include all student
materials, morning and afternoon refresh-
ments, lunch each day, and with some
courses breakfast, lunch and lodging for
the entire course.

Fire and police departments, as well as
private sector companies, can register for
training and learn more about the Center
through its web site www hazmatems.com
or by calling (517) 322-1190.

(Continued from page 1)
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CURT IRISH
APPOINTED NEW
ADMINISTRATOR

OF HAZMAT
TRAINING CENTER

The Michigan State Police’s Emergency
Management Division (EMD) appointed Curt
Irish administrator of the EMD’s Hazardous
Materials Training Center (HMTC) near
Lansing. As administrator, Irish is responsible
for HMTC’s day-to-day operations. He will
oversee training programs for hazardous
materials, technical rescue and terrorism
planning and response.

Before his appointment, Irish worked as a
planning analyst with the EMD. Prior to his
service with the State Police he worked for
over 18 years with the Michigan Department
of Community Health (formerly known as the
Department of Mental Health) working in
the area of Forensic
Psychiatric Security.

Irish is a graduate
of the School of
Natural Resources
and Environment at
the University of
Michigan and a
graduate of Eastern
Michigan University.

Curt Irish

COMMUNITIES AND RAILROADS
NEED TO WORK TOGETHER TO
SOLVE BLOCKING PROBLEMS

harsh fines on the railroads to shorten delays
at crossings. This is not a good approach as
such restrictions could severely hamper and
disrupt factories and assembly lines that
depend upon on-time placement of rail cars
to keep Michiganders employed and our
economy competitive in the world environ-
ment. It would also push more {reight on to
trucks on to our already overcrowded roads
further aggravating motorists and citizens alike.

The state, railroads and local communities

| need to work together cooperatively to solve

chronic blocking problems. Some situations
can be solved with relative ease while others
need long-term solutions such as grade
separations where vehicles and trains
don’t intersect.

As Michigan’s economy and population
expands, vehicle and rail traffic will likely
increase which will cause even more delays
at rail crossings. The state, railroads and
local communities need to roll up their
sleeves and implement individual solutions
Lo site-specific problem areas,
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Railroads can not
and should not run
through everyone's
back yard. The role
of railroads in
_ today’s economy is

». | to do those things
that railroads do
best: Haul heavy or
bulky loads long
distances. Railroads

Tuscola & Saginaw
Bay Railway CEO,  myst concentrate on
Jim Shepherd moving the nations
products at an economical 300 gross ton-miles
per gallon of fuel. As the price of fuel
increases, that role becomes even more
important. In the future the ability for
farming interests and industrial firms to
remain competitive will increasingly depend
on the costs to receive raw materials and ship
their products to market.

Trucks gain an advantage when small
loads are needed in remote locations or

TUSCOLA & SAGINAW BAY
RAILWAY CO., INC.

Owosso, Michigan
Jim Shepherd
Dennis Gallison

where it is too costly to build a rail line to
serve only one customer.

The recognition of these relative advantages
is the cornerstone of one of the Tuscola &
Saginaw Bay Railroad Company, Inc.
(TSB) strategies: Develop strong relation-
ships with local trucking firms and build
“break-bulk™ facilities where TSB brings
in bulk loads of products and the trucker
makes the final delivery.

Poly Pavilion. pictured on this page, was
originally started in August 1994 in Clare,
MI. Since that time it has been expanded
twice to accommodate growth and meet
the standards for security, cleanliness and
service demanded by our customers. The
facility has grown into a successful railroad
plastic distribution terminal serving over
a dozen non-rail served customers in an
ever-increasing radius from Clare. The TSB
and its operator Northern Logistics offer
scheduled deliveries and 24 hour emergency

Plastic Pellets being transloaded from train to truck at Poly Pavilion in Clare, Michigan.
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AN ARBOR

Industrial Sand, Cement, Plastic, Auto Parts, Lumber, Agricultural Products

service including weekends and holidays.
This terminal has grown over 20% annually
and in the coming year will expand its
capacity by another 20 railcars within this
fully fenced, lighted and paved facility. This
is one example of many of TSB’s ventures

“The role of railroads
in today’s economy
is to do those things

that railroads do best:
haul heavy or bulky

loads long distances”

to partner with local trucking firms to better
and more economically serve customers
formerly served only by trucks. TSB has
similar facilities throughout the northwest
region of Michigan distributing cement,
coke, drilling clay, propane and silica
sand. TSB's search continues to develop
new markets in cooperation with local
trucking firms.

USCOLA &
AGINAW
AY

RAILWAY CO., INC.
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CN’S ACQUISITION OF WISCONSIN CENTRAL
EXPECTED TO BRING BENEFITS TO MICHIGAN

The Surface Transportation Board
(STB), the federal agency that regulates
railroad mergers, unanimously approved
the Canadian National Railroad (CN) acqui-
sition of the Wisconsin Central Railroad
(WC) this past September 7th. This merger
is expected to bring benefits to Michigan,
and in particular, to the Upper Peninsula
where Wisconsin Central has operated for
nearly 14 years.

Paul M. Tellier, CN’s president and chiefl
executive officer, said “the STB’s decision
is an exciting milestone for everyone at
CN and Wisconsin Central. WC will now
become an even more integral part of CN’s
NAFTA network between Canada, the
U.S. Midwest and the states between the
Great Lakes and the Gulf of Mexico. The
combination of the two railroads, which
already have a close working relationship,
will strengthen CN’s North American
franchise, building new opportunities for
revenue growth, improved shareholder
value and employee advancement.”

Gordon T. Trafton was appointed vice-presi-
dent in charge of the new CN Wisconsin
Central division operations in Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula. Trafton. a 23-year
railroader who has handled a succession
of increasingly important assignments
since joining CN in July 1999, said “the
Wisconsin Central division stands at the
center of CN's east-west, north-south
continental network, making it a strategi-
cally important link in CN’s system. My first
task as the new divisional vice-president
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will be achieving a smooth integration of
WC into CN. To the extent permitted by
law, implementation teams are already at
work, following detailed integration plans.”

“We are focused on
reliable, consistent
customer service,
effective cost control,
significantly improved
asset utilization, continued
safe operations and
employee development”

“We are determined to preserve the
entrepreneurial spirit and customer focus
that have made WC such a success, while

adopting CN practices on WC that make
CN the most efficient railroad in North
America. We are focused on reliable,
consistent customer service, effective
cost control, significantly improved asset
utilization, continued safe operations
and employee development.”

Major Upper Peninsula shippers, such
as Mead, International Paper and Estora
Enso will benefit from extended market
reach via new, single-line services, greater
operating efficiencies and assurances that
service on the combined network will be
as good as, or better than, what existed
before the merger.

The CN acquisition involves the
Wisconsin Central’s Michigan Upper
Peninsula trackage depicted in the map
shown above.
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